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MONK                                      CHAP.

to the somewhat cumbrous and pedantic system which
Monk and his contemporaries were then introducing.
To prevent surprise and give time for properly securing
his quarters he never marched after mid-day, nor did he
ever move without flanking parties and a cloud of scouts.
He marked out each camp and placed every picket and
sentry himself, and was, in short, the head and heart
alike of his over-worked force.

Indifferent to hunger and sleep himself, he took every
care of his men. He doctored and dosed them with his
own hand, and "by his elaborate system of magazines
he kept them well supplied with biscuits and cheese.
At the same time he took care his officers should not
grumble. "When the day's work was done it was his
wont to unbend in frankest good fellowship. Then while
his canteen was unpacked it was his delight to sit on
the grass beside it and pitch joints of cold meat to his
officers, who gathered round. No one could bear the
hardships of a campaign better than tough " old George,"
and no one knew better how to lighten them.

No wonder the work prospered. On June 9th
Monk had started, and by the llth he had established
his first advanced magazine at the foot of Loch Tay.
Here he received intelligence from Morgan, who was
operating from Inverness on the line of the Spey, that
Middleton had summoned a rendezvous of the clans at
Loch Ness head, anticipating a move from the south.
Monk at once turned northward and ordered Morgan
on to the line of the lochs, with instructions to close in
behind Middleton as soon as he passed over it. Brayne,
he knew, had left Ireland a week ago, and between the
three columns he felt sure of forcing the Royalists intoopped           >;
